
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HUMBLE CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING PACKET 

JANUARY 26, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

City Manager Mayor  

Darrell Boeske Merle Aaron 

Assistant City Managers Council Members  

Aimee Phillips Allan Steagall 

Jason Stuebe Ray Calfee 

 Andy Curry 

 Norman Funderburk 

 David Pierce  

     

Agenda 

Humble City Council 

Regular Meeting 

Thursday, January 26, 2017 6:30 P.M.  

City Hall Council Chamber, 114 West Higgins 

Humble, Texas 

 

Call to order. 

 

1. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

2. Presentation by members of the Humble High School and Atascocita High School FFA. 

 

3. Recognition of Former City Council Member C.L. “Bill” Conner and his years of service 

to the City of Humble. 

 

4. Consent agenda items which consist of ministerial or “housekeeping” items as required 

by law.  Items may be removed from the consent agenda and discussed by majority vote 

of the Council. 

 

a. Minutes – Regular Meeting Minutes January 12, 2017 

b. Current Invoices 

c. Monthly Department Reports 

d. Correspondence 

 

5. Adoption of Ordinance 17-795 amending Chapter 12, “Buildings and Building 

Regulations”, Article XI “Development Standards”, Section 500 “Exterior Construction 

Requirements for Non-Residential and Multi-Family Residential Buildings”, Section B 

“Definitions”, by adding a definition for stucco; and amending Section C “Exterior 

Construction Requirements”, Item 2 “Non-Residential Building Development”, by 

permitting a certain percentage of stucco to be utilized in exterior construction and 

deleting subsection (B) in its entirety; making certain findings; and providing for 

severability. 

 

 

Notice is hereby given that a Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Humble, Texas 

will be held on Thursday, January 26, 2017 at 6:30 P.M. at the City Hall Council Chamber, 114 

West Higgins, Humble, Texas.  The following subjects will be discussed, to wit: See Agenda. 



 

Posted this 23
rd

 day of January, 2017 at 5:00 P.M. 

 

 

      

City Secretary 

 

I, the undersigned, do hereby certify that the above Notice of Meeting of the Governing Body of 

the City of Humble, Texas, is a true and correct copy of said Notice and that I posted a true and 

correct copy of said notice on the bulletin board at City Hall, 114 West Higgins, Humble, Texas 

and the City’s website, www.cityofhumble.com.  The Agenda and Notice are readily accessible 

to the general public at all times.  Said Notice and Agenda were posted on January 23, 2017 at 

5:00 P.M. and remained so posted continuously for at least 72 hours proceeding the scheduled 

time of said meeting. 

 

This public notice was removed from the official posting board at the Humble City Hall on the 

following date and time:       by                   

 

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this the  , day of    , 2017. 

 

      

Notary Public – Harris County, Texas  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cityofhumble.com/
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ACCOUNTS PAYABLE CHECKS

Water & Sewer Special Red Light Beautification Special 
Date General Fund Operating Fund Revenue Camera Projects TOTAL

12/16/2016 6979.95 6,979.95$             
12/16/2016 124,069.76 85,830.42                     526.61 232.22 6,450.00             553,594.98             770,703.99$         
12/19/2016 598.66 598.66$                
12/22/2016 42,959.37 42,959.37$               
12/30/2016 2,999.88 2,999.88$                 
12/30/2016 117,575.89 185,905.27               3,045.47            11,619.24           318,145.87$             

295,183.51$           271,735.69$                3,572.08$             232.22$              6,450.00$           565,214.22$          1,142,387.72$         
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January 13, 2017 

Number 2 
 

 

 

 

Legislative Session Begins: 

Property Tax Sleight of Hand Continues 
 

The 85
th

 regular session of the Texas Legislature kicked off Tuesday with fanfare and pageantry, 

and very little controversy.  House Speaker Joe Straus was reelected by a unanimous vote of 

150-0, and the Senate selected former Amarillo mayor Kel Seliger as its President Pro Tem.  

Little of substance will happen until committees are appointed in both chambers, which will take 

several days. 

 

The most significant news of the week for cities came from the Comptroller.  On Monday, 

Comptroller Glenn Hegar announced that the legislature would have $2.8 billion less 

discretionary funding to spend in 2018-19 than it had in 2016-17.  That may not seem significant 

for cities because we get little state funding.  It is significant, however, in relation to property tax 

reform.   

 

The state government is increasingly reliant on local school property taxes to fund public 

education, and less available state money will make it more difficult than ever to replace some of 

those school property taxes with much needed state dollars.  In fact, as this chart from the state 

Legislative Budget Board shows, state aid to education has been flat over the past 10 years, while 

nearly all the heavy lifting has been done by increasing school property taxes. 

 

Meanwhile, a Senate-priority revenue cap bill, S.B. 2, has been filed.  The bill would 

significantly harm city property taxing authority.  It affects only local government property 

taxes; it does nothing to fix the real problem with school property taxes reflected in the chart 

above.  Is that coincidence?  Not at all.  The very strategy of S.B. 2 is to divert attention from the 

state’s over-reliance on property taxes to fund schools and to try to paint cities as the culprit.   

 

http://www.tml.org/p/PublicEducationFunding08-17.pdf


2 
 

Despite less state money to address the school funding issue, cities must encourage our 

legislators to tackle the school funding problem rather than the boogeyman of modest school and 

county tax levies.  A revenue cap is a direct assault on public safety, transportation, and 

economic development, and it provides no meaningful tax relief.  The real problem with property 

taxes lies under the pink granite dome in Austin.   

 

 

DON’T FORGET: 

Mandatory Eminent Domain Reporting 
 

According to the Texas comptroller’s office, more than 700 cities have yet to comply with 

mandatory eminent domain reporting.  Senate Bill 1812, passed during the 2015 legislative 

session, requires cities to annually fill out a web-based form with the comptroller relating to each 

city’s statutory eminent domain authority.    (The failure to fill out the form could result in a 

$1,000 penalty against a city.)   

 

The first annual entry was due last February. The next reporting period is open now and the 

second annual entry is due by February 1, 2017.  The second entry is, for most cities, just an 

update of previously-filed information, including whether the city exercised its eminent domain 

authority in the preceding calendar year by filing a condemnation petition under Section 21.012, 

Property Code.  

 

Of course, any city that never filled out the form as required should do so now.  Detailed 

instructions on doing so are available in this previous article. 

 

 

City-Related Bills Filed 

 

Property Tax 

 

H.B. 801 (Murphy) – Property Tax on Agricultural Land: would repeal the additional 

property taxes imposed as a result of certain changes in the use of open-space land appraised as 

agricultural.  

 

H.B. 845 (Lozano) – Property Tax Exemption: would authorize the governing body of a taxing 

unit to exempt from property taxes the mineral interests owned by nonprofit corporations 

organized for the exclusive purpose of generating income for certain charitable nonprofit 

corporations through the ownership, lease, and management of real property. (See H.J.R. 51, 

below.) 

 

H.B. 850 (Turner) – Property Tax Exemption: would provide that: (1) a person is entitled to a 

property tax exemption, expressed as a dollar amount, of the appraised value of real property that 

the person owns and that is used as a group home or intermediate care facility for individuals 

with developmental, physical, or intellectual disabilities; and (2) the amount of the exemption is 

http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/tlodocs/84R/billtext/pdf/SB01812F.pdf#navpanes=0
https://www.comptroller.texas.gov/transparency/local/eminent-domain/reporting.php
http://www.tml.org/legis_updates/eminent-domain-reporting-its-required-and-its-not-too-late
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equal to the costs incurred by the property owner in maintaining, operating, and making 

improvements to the property during the preceding 12-month period.  (See H.J.R. 52, below.) 

 

H.B. 906 (Elkins) – Tax Exemption: would, among other things, authorize institutions of higher 

education to create research technology corporations that would be exempt from both property 

taxes and sales taxes. (See H.J.R. 54, below.) 

 

H.J.R. 51 (Lozano) – Property Tax Exemption: would amend the Texas Constitution to 

authorize a governing body of a taxing unit to exempt from property taxes the mineral interests 

owned by nonprofit corporations organized for the exclusive purpose of generating income for 

certain charitable nonprofit corporations through the ownership, lease, and management of real 

property. (See H.B. 845, above.) 

 

H.J.R. 52 (Turner) – Property Tax Exemption: would amend the Texas Constitution to 

authorize the legislature to exempt from property taxes a portion of the assessed value of 

property used to provide housing to individuals with disabilities in an amount equal to the costs 

the owner of the property incurs to maintain, operate, and make improvements to the property. 

(See H.B. 850, above.) 

 

H.J.R. 54 (Elkins) – Tax Exemption: would amend the Texas Constitution to authorize 

institutions of higher education to create research technology corporations that would be exempt 

from both property taxes and sales taxes. (See H.B. 906, above.)  

 

S.B. 418 (Watson) – Property Tax Exemption: would: (1) authorize the governing body of a 

taxing unit other than a school district to adopt a residence homestead property tax exemption, 

expressed as a dollar amount, of a portion of an individual’s residence homestead if the 

exemption is adopted by the governing body before July 1
st
 in the manner provided by law for 

official action; (2) provide that the amount of the exemption is $5,000 of the appraised value of 

the residence homestead, except that if the average market value of residence homesteads in the 

taxing unit in the tax year in which the exemption is adopted exceeds $25,000, the governing 

body may authorize an exemption in a larger dollar amount not to exceed an amount equal to 20 

percent of the average market value of residence homesteads in the taxing unit in the tax year in 

which the exemption is adopted; (3) provide that a city or county that adopted a percentage-

based homestead exemption for the 2014 tax year may repeal the exemption by December 31, 

2019, if the governing body adopts an exemption as provided by (1) in an amount greater than 

$5,000; (4) provide that, for a taxing unit that has ceased granting a percentage-based homestead 

exemption and adopted an exemption under (1), an individual who would have been entitled to a 

percentage-based residence homestead exemption had the governing body not ceased granting 

the exemption is entitled to continue to receive the percentage-based exemption in lieu of the 

dollar-amount homestead exemption if the individual otherwise qualifies for the exemption and 

the amount of the percentage-based exemption exceeds the amount of the dollar-amount 

exemption; (5) for purposes of calculating the “current total value” for use in adopting a property 

tax rate, provide that a governing body that has adopted an exemption under (1) generally 

includes the total dollar amount of the exemptions granted; and (6) provide that an exemption 

granted under (1) is not included in the term “lost property levy” for purposes of calculating a 

property tax rate. (See S.J.R. 29, below.)   
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S.B. 447 (Burton) – Appraisal Districts: would, among other things: (1) require the chief 

appraiser of an appraisal district to be elected at the general election for state and county officers 

every two years; and (2) provide that members of the appraisal review board are appointed by the 

chief appraiser of the appraisal district.  

 

S.B. 448 (Burton) – Property Tax Deferral and Abatement: would provide that the chief 

appraiser may not make a determination that an individual who is 65 years of age or older is no 

longer entitled to receive a property tax deferral or abatement because the property for which the 

deferral or abatement was obtained is no longer the individual’s principal residence without first 

providing written notice to the individual stating that the chief appraiser believes the property 

may no longer be the individual’s principal residence. 

 

S.J.R. 29 (Watson) – Property Tax Exemption: would amend the Texas Constitution to: (1) 

authorize the governing body of a taxing unit other than a school district to adopt a residence 

homestead property tax exemption, expressed as a dollar amount, of a portion of an individual’s 

residence homestead if the exemption is adopted by the governing body in the manner provided 

by law for official action; (2) provide that the amount of the exemption is $5,000 of the appraised 

value of the residence homestead, except that if the average market value of residence 

homesteads in the taxing unit in the tax year in which the exemption is adopted exceeds $25,000, 

the governing body may authorize an exemption in a larger dollar amount not to exceed an 

amount equal to 20 percent of the average market value of residence homesteads in the taxing 

unit in the tax year in which the exemption is adopted; (3) provide that the legislature by general 

law may prohibit the governing body of a political subdivision that adopts an exemption under 

(1) from reducing the amount of or repealing the exemption; and (4) provide that, for a taxing 

unit which has ceased granting a percentage-based homestead exemption and adopted an 

exemption under (1), an individual who would have been entitled to a percentage-based 

residence homestead exemption had the governing body not ceased granting the exemption is 

entitled to continue to receive the percentage-based exemption in lieu of the dollar-amount 

homestead exemption if the individual otherwise qualifies for the exemption and the amount of 

the percentage-based exemption exceeds the amount of the dollar-amount exemption. (See S.B. 

418, above). 

 

 

Sales Tax 

 

H.B. 803 (Dale) – Sales Tax Exemption: would, among other things, provide that the sale to or 

storage, use, or other consumption of a taxable item by a qualifying space flight entity is 

exempted from sales taxes.  

 

H.B. 824 (Turner) – Sales Tax Exemption: would exempt LED light bulbs from the sales and 

use tax if the sale takes place during a period beginning at 12:01 a.m. on the Saturday preceding 

the last Monday in May (Memorial Day) and ending at 11:59 p.m. on the last Monday in May. 
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Purchasing 

 

No purchasing bills were filed this week. 

 

 

Elections 

 

S.B. 426 (Rodriguez) – Early Voting by Mail: would, among many other things, authorize 

early voting by mail for any qualified voter and provide for implementing procedures. 

 

 

Open Government 

 

H.B. 792 (Capriglione) – Competitive Information: would provide, in relation to the exception 

for disclosure in the Public Information Act for information related to competition or bidding, 

that: (1) the information is excepted from disclosure only if the governmental body demonstrates 

that release of the  information would harm its interests by providing an advantage to a 

competitor or bidder in a particular competitive situation; (2) the exception does not apply to: 

(a) a bid or proposal, or information contained in a bid or proposal, after the governmental body 

executes or awards the contract to which the bid or proposal relates; or (b) an account, voucher, 

or contract, or information contained in or describing an account, voucher, or contract.  (Note:  

This bill is meant to overturn the 2015 Texas Supreme Court opinion in The Boeing Company 

and the Port of San Antonio v. Ken Paxton.) (Companion bill is S.B. 407 by Watson.) 

 

H.B. 793 (Capriglione) – Governmental Bodies:  would provide, for purposes of the 

applicability of the Public Information Act, that a governmental body includes the part, section, 

or portion of an organization, corporation, commission, committee, institution, or agency 

that:(1) receives public funds or other public resources unless the receipt of the funds or other 

resources imposes a specific and definite obligation on the entity to provide a measurable amount 

of service in exchange for the funds or other resources as would be expected in an arms-length 

transaction for services between a vendor and purchaser; (2) is a party to a contract with a 

governmental body or involved in another relationship with a governmental body that involves 

public funds and that indicates a common purpose or objective or that creates an agency-type 

relationship between the entity and one or more governmental bodies; or (3) provides services 

traditionally provided by a governmental body.  (Note:  This bill is meant to overturn the 2015 

Texas Supreme Court opinion in Greater Houston Partnership v. Ken Paxton.) (Companion bill 

is S.B. 408 by Watson.) 

 

H.B. 839 (Ortega) – Competitive Information: would provide that the exception in the Public 

Information Act allowing a governmental body to withhold information relating to competition 

or bidding does not apply to information contained in a bid or proposal after the bid is awarded 

or the contract is executed.  (Companion bill is S.B. 425 by Rodriguez.) 

 

S.B. 407 (Watson) – Competitive Information: this bill is the same as H.B. 792, above. 

 

S.B. 408 (Watson) – Governmental Bodies:  this bill is the same as H.B. 793, above. 
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S.B. 425 (Rodriguez) – Public Information: this bill is the same as H.B. 839, above. 

 

 

Other Finance and Administration 

 

H.B. 894 (Raymond) – Eight Liners: would provide, among other things, that: (1) on proper 

petition by the required number of voters of a county or of a justice precinct or city in a county, 

the commissioners court of the county shall order a local option election in that political 

subdivision to determine whether the operation of eight-liners shall be legalized or prohibited in 

the political subdivision; (2) the county commissioners court, at its next regular session on or 

after the 30th day after the date the petition is filed, shall order a local option election to be held 

on the issue; (3) the comptroller shall collect a $350 annual fee on each eight-liner that an owner 

exhibits or displays, or permits to be exhibited or displayed, in this state; (4) the comptroller shall 

deposit 30 percent of each fee collected to the credit of the general revenue fund and: (a) for an 

eight-liner located in a city, the comptroller shall remit 70 percent of the fee to the city; or (b) for 

an eight-liner located outside a city, the comptroller shall remit 70 percent of the fee collected to 

the county; and (5) modify the definition of gambling in the Penal Code to clearly authorize the 

use of Eight Liners in an area that has voted to allow them. 

 

S.B. 6 (Kolkhorst) – Bathrooms:   would provide that: 

 

1. a political subdivision may not adopt or enforce an order, ordinance, or other measure 

that relates to the designation or use of a private entity’s bathroom or changing facility or 

that requires or prohibits the entity from adopting a policy on the designation or use of 

the entity’s bathroom or changing facility; 

2. in awarding a contract for the purchase of goods or services, a political subdivision may 

not consider whether a private entity competing for the contract has adopted a policy 

relating to the designation or use of the entity’s bathroom or changing facility;  

3. a political subdivision or state agency with control over multiple-occupancy bathrooms or 

changing facilities in a building owned or leased by this state or the political subdivision, 

as applicable, shall develop a policy requiring each multiple-occupancy bathroom or 

changing facility located in the building to be designated for and used only by persons of 

the same biological sex;  

4. the bill does not prohibit a political subdivision or state agency from providing an 

accommodation, including a single-occupancy bathroom or changing facility, on request 

due to special circumstances, but the accommodation may not allow a person to use a 

multiple-occupancy bathroom or changing facility designated for the biological sex 

opposite to the person's biological sex; 

5. the bill provides authorizes exceptions to the policy developed under (3), above, that 

would allow: (a) a person entering a multiple-occupancy bathroom or changing facility 

designated for the biological sex opposite to the person’s biological sex: (i) for a 

custodial purpose; (ii) for a maintenance or inspection purpose; (iii) to render medical or 

other emergency assistance; (iv) to accompany a person needing assistance in using the 

facility; or (v) to receive assistance in using the facility; or (b) a child who is younger 

than eight years of age entering a multiple-occupancy bathroom or changing facility 
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designated for the biological sex opposite to the child’s biological sex and accompanying 

a person caring for the child; 

6. a private entity that leases or contracts to use a building owned or leased by this state or a 

political subdivision is not subject to a policy developed under (3), above, and a state 

agency or political subdivision may not require or prohibit a private entity that leases or 

contracts to use a building owned or leased by this state or a political subdivision from 

adopting a policy on the designation or use of bathroom or changing facilities located in 

the building; 

7. a citizen of the state may file a complaint with the attorney general, who may seek civil 

penalties from a political subdivision of not less than $1,000 and not more than $1,500 

for the first violation and not less than $10,000 and not more than $10,500 for the second 

or a subsequent violation; 

8. in addition to seeking civil penalties under (7), above, the attorney general may also file a 

petition for a writ of mandamus or apply for other appropriate equitable relief; and 

9. if it is shown on the trial of most serious Penal Code offenses that the offense was 

committed on the premises of a bathroom or changing facility: (a) the punishment for an 

offense, other than a first degree felony, is increased to the punishment prescribed for the 

next higher category of offense; or (b) if the offense is a first degree felony, the minimum 

term of confinement for the offense is increased to 15 years. 

 

S.B. 445 (Burton) – Lobbying:  would, in regard to a city that imposes a tax or has the authority 

to issue bonds: (1) authorize the city to spend money directly or indirectly to influence or attempt 

to influence the outcome of any legislation pending before the legislature only if the expenditure 

is authorized by a majority vote of the city council in an open meeting as a stand-alone item on 

the agenda; (2) require the city to report to the Texas Ethics Commission (TEC) and publish on 

the city’s website: (a) the amount of money authorized for the purpose of directly or indirectly 

influencing or attempting to influence the outcome of any legislation pending before the 

legislature; (b) the name of any person retained or employed by the city who must register as a 

lobbyist; and (c) an electronic copy of any contract for services entered into by the city with a 

person retained or employed by the city who must register as a lobbyist; (3) require the city to 

report to the TEC and publish on the city’s website the amount of public money spent for 

membership fees and dues of any nonprofit state association or organization of similarly situated 

political subdivisions or entities that directly or indirectly influence or attempt to influence the 

outcome of any legislation pending before the legislature; (4) require the TEC to make available 

to the public an online searchable database containing the reports submitted under (2); and (5) 

authorize a taxpayer of the city or a person who is served by or receives services from the city to 

seek injunctive relief against the city to prevent activity in violation of (1)-(3). 

 

S.B. 446 (Burton) – Federal Funds:  would: (1) require a political subdivision, before accepting 

or expending a federal grant or other federal funds that have not been appropriated by the 

legislature, to report to the comptroller: (a) the total amount of funds to be received or expended; 

and (b) the proposed use of the funds; and (2) authorize the comptroller to develop and maintain 

an online reporting system and require the comptroller to make available to the public a 

searchable datable of information reported under (1).  
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Municipal Courts 

 

No municipal court bills were filed this week. 

 

 

Community and Economic Development 

 

H.B. 797 (Minjarez) – Defense Communities: would: (1) provide that a city in which a military 

installation is located shall work closely with the military installation to ensure the most recent 

Air Installation Compatible Use Zone Study or Joint Land Use Study is publicly- available on 

the local government’s website; (2) add to the seller’s disclosure of property condition a notice if 

the property is located near a military installation and may be affected by high noise or air 

installation compatible use zones or other operations; and (3) require that information related to 

high noise and compatible use zones be accessible on the website of the  city in which the 

military installation is located.  (Companion bill is H.B. 890 by Geren.) 

 

H.B. 840 (Ortega) – Local Minimum Wage:  would authorize a city to adopt a minimum wage 

that is greater than the federal minimum wage to be paid by an employer to each employee for 

services performed in the city.  (Companion bill is S.B. 427 by Rodriguez.)  

 

H.B. 863 (Hernandez) – Construction Contracts:  would provide that: (1) a governmental 

entity that enters into a construction contract must require that the contractor ensure that all 

employees working on the general construction site have completed at least 10 hours of 

construction safety training; (2) before an employee works on the general construction site, the 

contractor must receive and provide to the governmental entity a certificate of training 

completion for the employee; (3) a governmental entity that enters into a construction contract 

shall include in the contract notice and penalty provisions that: (a) require the governmental 

entity to provide the contractor with written notice of a violation of the bill by the contractor; 

(b) require the contractor to comply by the 20th day after the date the contractor receives any 

notice of noncompliance; (c) inform a contractor that the governmental entity may impose an 

administrative penalty if the contractor fails to comply after the 20th day after the date the 

contractor receives any notice of noncompliance; and (d) explain that a penalty amount may be 

withheld from a payment otherwise owed to the contractor under the construction contract; and 

(4) each governmental entity shall develop procedures for the administration of the bill. 

 

H.B. 877 (Turner) – Credit Access Business: would prohibit a credit access business from 

making a telemarketing call to a consumer whose name and telephone number are on the Texas 

no-call list.  

 

H.B. 890 (Geren) – Defense Communities: this bill is the same as H.B. 797, above. 

 

H.B. 898 (Workman) – Permit Vesting: would, in relation to the permit vesting statute, provide 

that: (1) a regulatory agency may not impose a fee for the agency to review an application for 

determination of the applicability of the statute to the applicant’s project; (2) a permit applicant 

may request mandatory mediation regarding any regulatory agency determination that the statute 

does not apply to the applicant’s project; and (3) a political subdivision that has been found by a 
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court to have violated the statute is liable for actual damages, reasonable attorney’s 

fees, administrative and court costs, and the applicant’s portion of the cost of any mediation that 

did not result in an agreement.  

 

S.B. 427 (Rodriguez) – Local Minimum Wage:  this bill is the same as H.B. 840, above. 

 

S.B. 438 (Rodriguez) – Economic Development:  would provide that: (1) a city can convey 

land to an entity under a chapter 380 economic development agreement; (2) the city may transfer 

the property without going through the notice and bid process; (3) an agreement between the city 

and the entity would be the consideration for the transfer of the property with provisions that the 

property will be used to promote the economic development public purpose of the city and a 

provision that grants the city sufficient control to ensure that the public purpose is being 

accomplished; (4) the city must publish notice of the transfer in a newspaper of general 

circulation in the county that the property is located or, if there is no such newspaper, in an 

adjoining county; and (5) the notice must include a location and description of the real property 

and be published two separate days within 10 days before the date the property or an interest in 

the property is transferred. 

 

 

Personnel 

 

H.B. 827 (Blanco) – Veterans:  would require the Texas Workforce Commission to develop and 

maintain a web-based, searchable database: (1) that converts a veteran’s military service 

experience into approximate equivalent civilian experience and skills; and (2) through which 

prospective employers may qualify a veteran’s military service experience and employment 

qualifications related to specific skills. 

 

H.B. 873 (Pickett) – Peace Officers:  would provide that an establishment serving the public, 

such as a restaurant or hotel, may not prohibit or otherwise restrict a peace officer or special 

investigator from carrying on the establishment’s premises a weapon that the peace officer or 

special investigator is otherwise authorized to carry, regardless of whether the peace officer or 

special investigator is engaged in the actual discharge of the officer’s or investigator's duties 

while carrying the weapon. 

 

 

Public Safety 

 

H.B. 805 (Dale) – Asset Forfeiture:  would: (1) provide that property that is contraband is not 

subject to seizure and forfeiture if: (a) the property is not otherwise unlawful to possess; and (b) 

the property would not be admissible as evidence in the prosecution of the underlying offense; 

and (2) limit the evidence that may be presented by the state in a forfeiture proceeding to that 

evidence that could be presented in the prosecution of the underlying offense giving rise to the 

forfeiture.  (Companion bill is H.B. 348 by Canales.) 

 

H.B. 808 (Fallon) – Red Light Cameras: would: (1) prohibit a local entity from implementing 

or operating a photographic traffic signal enforcement system with respect to a highway or street 
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under the jurisdiction of the entity (with certain on-site law enforcement and toll exceptions); (2) 

authorize the attorney general to enforce the prohibition in (1); and (3) prohibit a local entity 

from issuing a civil or criminal charge or citation for an offense or violation based on a recorded 

image produced by a photographic traffic signal enforcement system (with certain on-site law 

enforcement and toll exceptions).  (Companion bill is S.B. 88 by Hall.) 

 

H.B. 809 (VanDeaver) – Traffic Accidents: would prohibit a person operating a motor vehicle 

from using an electronic device to photograph or film a traffic accident, except for a police 

officer using a camera mounted on an authorized emergency vehicle.  

 

H.B. 812 (Wu) – Solicitation: would prohibit an individual from standing in a roadway for any 

purpose other than to solicit a charitable contribution if authorized to do so by the authority with 

jurisdiction over the roadway.  

 

H.B. 813 (J. Johnson) – Cite and Release: would: (1) prohibit a peace officer from arresting an 

offender for a fine-only misdemeanor, other than an alcohol-related offense; and (2) require a 

peace officer to issue a citation to a person who commits a fine-only misdemeanor in lieu of 

taking them before a magistrate. 

 

H.B. 814 (J. Johnson) – Vehicle Searches: would prohibit a peace officer from searching a 

vehicle stopped for a traffic violation unless the peace officer: (1) has probable cause to conduct 

the search; (2) obtains the written consent of the vehicle operator; (3) obtains oral consent of the 

vehicle operator on an audio or video recording; or (4) has a reasonable and articulable fear that 

the operator poses a threat to the safety of the officer or another person. 

 

H.B. 825 (Blanco) – Immigration: would provide that: (1) in the course of investigating an 

alleged criminal offense, a peace officer may inquire as to the nationality or immigration status 

of a victim of or witness to the offense only if the officer determines that the inquiry is necessary 

to: (a) investigate the offense; or (b) provide the victim or witness with information about federal 

visas designed to protect individuals providing assistance to law enforcement; and (2) the bill 

does not prevent a peace officer from: (a) conducting a separate investigation of any other 

alleged criminal offense; or (b) inquiring as to the nationality or immigration status of a victim of 

or witness to a criminal offense if the officer has probable cause to believe that the victim or 

witness has engaged in specific conduct constituting a separate criminal offense.  (Companion 

bill is S.B. 169 by Rodriguez.) 

 

H.B. 835 (Stephenson) – Asset Forfeiture:  would, in regard to the proceeds from asset 

forfeiture: (1) require that the audit to the attorney general include a detailed report that itemizes 

all seizures and indicates the specific criminal offense on which each seizure was based and 

whether charges were brought in connection with the offense; (2) add the following as 

permissible expenditures for law enforcement purposes: (a) audit preparation and professional 

fees paid to a person or entity under a contract or as authorized by law; and (b) the costs of 

preparing any reports required to be submitted with the audit form to the attorney general; and 

(3) add the following as permissible expenditures of an attorney’s office: (a) witness-related 

costs; and (b) audit costs and fees, including audit preparation and professional fees paid to a 
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person or entity under a contract or as authorized by law and costs of preparing any reports 

required to be submitted with the audit form to the attorney general. 

 

H.B. 848 (Schubert) – Sex Offenders: would: (1) define “child safety zone” as premises where 

children commonly gather, including a school, day-care facility, playground, public or private 

youth center, public swimming pool, video arcade facility, or other facility that regularly holds 

events primarily for children; (2) exclude a church from the definition of child safety zone; (3) 

authorize the governing body of a general law city by ordinance to restrict a registered sex 

offender from going in, on, or within a specified distance of a child safety zone in the city; (4) 

create an affirmative defense to prosecution of an offense under the ordinance that the registered 

sex offender is in, on, or within a specified distance of a child safety zone for a legitimate 

purpose, including transportation of a child that the registered sex offender is legally permitted to 

be with, transportation to and from work, and other work-related purposes; (5) limit the distance 

imposed by ordinance under (3), above, to, 1,000 feet; (6) require an ordinance to establish 

procedures for a registered sex offender to apply for an exemption from the ordinance; and (7) 

require the ordinance to exempt a registered sex offender who established residency in a 

residence located within the specified distance of a child safety zone before the date the 

ordinance is adopted. (Companion bill is H.B. 207 by Springer.) 

 

H.B. 854 (Reynolds) – Officer-Involved Injuries: would require a local law enforcement 

agency employing a peace officer who is seriously injured or killed while acting as a peace 

officer to report the incident to the attorney general. 

 

H.B. 859 (Reynolds) – School Bus Cameras: would: (1) allow a board of trustees of a school 

district, by resolution, to impose a penalty for passing a school bus; and (2) provide the 

requirements of a school bus monitoring system used to detect such infractions. 

 

H.B. 866 (Moody) – Lethal Violence Protective Order: would: (1) require a person under a 

lethal violence protective order to relinquish any firearms owned or in possession of the 

individual to a law enforcement agency; and (2) require a law enforcement officer who takes 

possession of a firearm to provide the person a written copy of the receipt for the firearm and 

written notice of the procedure for the return of the firearm. (Companion bill is S.B. 434 by 

Rodriguez)  

 

H.B. 889 (Geren) – Immigration:  would create several new provisions in law related to the 

enforcement of federal and state immigration laws.  Specifically, the bill would provide that: 

 

1. a peace officer may not stop a motor vehicle or conduct a search of a business or 

residence solely to enforce a federal law relating to immigration, unless the officer is 

acting: (a) at the request of, and providing assistance to, an appropriate federal law 

enforcement officer; or (2) under the terms of an agreement between the law enforcement 

agency employing the officer and the federal government under which the agency 

receives delegated authority to enforce federal law relating to immigrants or immigration; 

2. a peace officer may arrest an undocumented person only if the officer is acting to 

preserve the peace under his or her basic authority to enforce laws; 

3. if a person is arrested and is unable to provide proof of lawful presence in the U.S., not 
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later than 48 hours after the person is arrested and before the person is released on bond, 

a law enforcement agency performing the booking process shall: (a) review any 

information available from the federal Priority Enforcement Program or a successor 

program; and (b) if information obtained under (a) reveals that the person is not a citizen 

or national of the U.S. and is unlawfully present in the U.S.: (i) provide notice of that fact 

to the judge or magistrate authorized to grant or deny the person’s release on bail (the 

judge is then required to record the status in the court’s records); and (ii) record that fact 

in the person's case file; 

4. a law enforcement agency that has custody of a person subject to an immigration detainer 

issued by Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) shall: (a) provide to the judge or 

magistrate authorized to grant or deny the person’s release on bail notice that the person 

is subject to an immigration detainer (the judge is then required to record the status in the 

court’s records); (b) record in the person’s case file that the person is subject to an 

immigration detainer; and (c) comply with, honor, and fulfill the requests made in the 

detainer; and 

5. if a criminal defendant is in the U.S. illegally and is to be confined to jail by a court 

judgment, the judge shall issue an order requiring the correctional facility to reduce the 

defendant’s sentence by a period of not more than seven days on the facility’s 

determination that the reduction in sentence will facilitate the seamless transfer of the 

defendant into federal custody. 

 

The bill would prohibit certain city actions by providing that: 

 

1. a “local entity” is defined to include, among others, a city, its officers, its employees, and 

other bodies that are part of a city, including the city police department and city attorney 

(but would exempt schools and hospitals, but not hospital peace officers);  

2. a local entity shall not adopt, enforce, or endorse a policy under which the entity prohibits 

or discourages the enforcement of immigration laws; 

3. a local entity shall not prohibit or discourage a person who is a commissioned peace 

officer, a corrections officer, a booking clerk, a magistrate, or a prosecuting attorney from 

doing any of the following: (a) inquiring into the immigration status of a person under a 

lawful detention or under arrest; (b) with respect to information relating to the 

immigration status, lawful or unlawful, of any person under a lawful detention or under 

arrest: (i) sending the information to or requesting or receiving the information from 

Citizenship and Immigration Services or ICE, including information regarding a person’s 

place of birth; (ii) maintaining the information; or (iii) exchanging the information with 

another local entity or a federal or state governmental entity; (c) assisting or cooperating 

with a federal immigration officer as reasonable or necessary, including providing 

enforcement assistance; or (d) permitting a federal immigration officer to enter and 

conduct enforcement activities at a municipal or county jail to enforce federal 

immigration laws; and 

4. a local entity or a person employed by or otherwise under the direction or control of the 

entity may not consider race, color, language, or national origin while enforcing 

immigration laws except to the extent permitted by the United States or Texas 

Constitutions. 
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The bill would provide for a state-level complaint and enforcement process by providing that: 

 

1. any person, including the federal government, may file a complaint with the attorney 

general if the person offers evidence to support an allegation that a local entity has 

adopted, enforced, or endorsed a policy under which the entity prohibits or discourages 

the enforcement of immigration laws or that the entity, by consistent actions, prohibits or 

discourages the enforcement of those laws.   

2. if the attorney general determines that a complaint filed against a local entity is valid, the 

attorney general shall, not later than the 10th day after the date of the determination, 

provide written notification to the entity that: (a) the complaint has been filed; (b) the 

attorney general has determined that the complaint is valid; (c) the attorney general is 

authorized to file an action to enjoin the violation if the entity does not come into 

compliance on or before the 90th day after the date the notification is provided; and 

(d) the entity will be denied state grant funds for the state fiscal year following the year in 

which a final judicial determination is made. 

3. not later than the 30th day after the day a local entity receives written notification of a 

complaint, the local entity shall provide the attorney general with a copy of: (a) the 

entity’s written policies related to immigration enforcement actions; (b) each immigration 

detainer received by the entity from the Department of Homeland Security; and (c) each 

response sent by the entity for a detainer; 

4. if the attorney general determines that a complaint filed against a local entity is valid, the 

attorney general may file a petition for a writ of mandamus or apply for other appropriate 

equitable relief and may recover reasonable expenses incurred in obtaining relief under 

this subsection, including court costs, reasonable attorney’s fees, investigative costs, 

witness fees, and deposition costs; and 

5. a local entity may not receive state grant funds if the entity adopts, enforces, or endorses 

a policy under which the entity prohibits or discourages the enforcement of immigration 

laws or, by consistent actions, prohibits or discourages the enforcement of immigration 

laws (the comptroller shall adopt rules to implement the bill uniformly among the state 

agencies from which state grant funds are distributed to a city). 

 

Finally, the bill would provide that not later than January 1, 2018, each local law enforcement 

agency shall: (a) formalize in writing any unwritten, informal policies relating to the enforcement 

of immigration laws; and (b) update the agency’s policies to be consistent with the bill and to 

include provisions prohibiting an agency officer or employee from preventing agency personnel 

from taking immigration enforcement actions described by the bill.  (Companion bills are H.B. 

611 by Leach, H.B. 754 by Fallon, and S.B. 4 by Perry.) 

 

H.B. 893 (Raymond) – Criminal History Record:  would provide that: (1) the criminal history 

record information of a person convicted of driving while intoxicated, driving while intoxicated 

with child passenger, intoxication assault, or intoxication manslaughter within a preceding 10-

year period is public information, except for the person’s social security number, driver’s license 

or personal identification certificate number or telephone number and any information that would 

identify the victim; (2) the Department of Public Safety (DPS) shall create and maintain an 

Internet website to allow any person to search and receive this information free of charge; (3) 

DPS shall remove information from the website as soon as practicable after the earliest of: (a) the 
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10
th

 anniversary of the date of the conviction; (b) the date the conviction is reversed on appeal; or 

(c) the date on which an order of expunction is entered; and (4) DPS shall establish a procedure 

under which peace officers or certain law enforcement employees may be provided any criminal 

history record of a person convicted of the mentioned intoxication offenses with the procedure 

allowing the peace officer to request the information and receive the information within the 

duration of a reasonable motor vehicle stop. 

 

H.B. 899 (Nevarez) – Licensed Carry:  would provide that, in relation to the notice required to 

prohibit licensed carry (e.g., “30.06” and “30.07” signs), the Department of Public Safety (DPS) 

shall adopt rules that prescribe the size of a sign and the lettering on the signs. 

 

S.B. 434 (Rodriguez) – Lethal Violence Protective Order: this bill is identical to H.B. 866, 

above. 

 

S.B. 449 (Burton) – Licensed Carry: would allow the holder of a license to concealed carry a 

handgun in certain establishments that sell alcoholic beverages. 

 

S.B. 450 (Burton) – Firearms: would provide that, with certain exceptions, an agency of this 

state or a political subdivision of this state, and a law enforcement officer or other person 

employed by an agency of this state or a political subdivision of this state, may not contract with 

or in any other manner provide assistance to a federal agency or official with respect to the 

enforcement of a federal statute, order, rule, or regulation purporting to regulate a firearm, a 

firearm accessory, or firearm ammunition if the statute, order, rule, or regulation imposes a 

prohibition, restriction, or other regulation, such as a capacity or size limitation or a registration 

requirement, that does not exist under the laws of Texas. 

 

 

Transportation 

 

H.B. 837 (Allen) – Transportation: would provide that a public transportation provider shall 

notify each individual who resides in the provider’s service area and is eligible to use the 

provider’s services of the individual right to complementary paratransit service. 

 

 

Utilities and Environment 

 

H.B. 815 (Burkett) – Environmental Rules: would require the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality to: (1) conduct a regulatory analysis before adopting an environmental 

rule; and (2) when giving notice, incorporate more detailed information on the compliance costs 

for local governments into a fiscal note.   

 

H.B. 838 (Allen) – Air Permitting: would require the Texas Commission on Environmental 

Quality, when granting a permit, to consider not only whether if emissions from the permitted 

facility will affect the public’s health and physical property, but also the cumulative effects on 

the public’s health and physical property from emissions from the permitted facility and from 

other facilities located less than three miles away.   
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House and Senate Release Initial Budgets 
 

The Texas Senate filed, and the House made available online, their proposed budgets, which will 

serve as a starting point for negotiations throughout the session.  As presented, both budgets 

contain some good news (and some not-so-good news) for cities. As reported last week, budget 

writers will be working with $2.8 billion less than they did last biennium.  That means programs 

large and small should take some hits. 

 

Both S.B. 1 (Nelson) and H.B. 1 (no author as of yet) have proposed $459 million in mixed 

beverage tax reimbursements to aid local law enforcement in curtailing drunk driving and other 

alcohol related offenses.  This is $51 million more than was appropriated for the current 2016-

2017 biennium.   

 

H.B. 1 proposes to continue law enforcement training grants at $12 million.  However, S.B. 1 

takes a different approach in that it appropriates $25 million for grants to cities for bullet-proof 

vests in lieu of providing any funding for law enforcement training. 

 

Both budgets propose $29 million for local parks grants, representing a cut of approximately $3 

million over the current biennium.  On the other hand, local libraries would see a slight increase 

in local library aid.  The legislature is proposing $6 million over the biennium, which is $1 

million more than was appropriated for the 2016-2017 biennium. 

 

Last session, the legislature appropriated $31 million for enhancement grants to cities with 

military bases.  Both S.B. 1 and H.B. 1 eliminate that funding for the 2016-2017 biennium. 

 

In biennia past, certain state agencies have been required to raise revenue over and above the 

amount needed to run the agency.  For example, S.B. 1 requires the Texas Commission on Fire 

Protection to raise an additional $1.5 million over the cost of operating the Commission.  H.B. 1 

would take a step towards eliminating the “hidden tax” on firefighters by eliminating this 

provision. 
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The appropriations process is ever-changing, and the budget isn’t final until the legislature 

adjourns.  City officials who support these funding levels or oppose cuts to various programs 

should contact members of the House Appropriations and Senate Finance Committees. 

 

 

Lt. Governor Names Senate Committees 

 

Lt. Governor Dan Patrick issued Senate committee assignments yesterday.  A full list is available 

here. 

 

 

Does your Representative Support Muni Bonds? 
  

Tax-exempt municipal bonds are an essential and irreplaceable tool for cities to finance the 

construction and maintenance of main street infrastructure. Tax-exempt municipal bonds finance 

nearly two-thirds of the nation's core infrastructure. Approximately $1.7 trillion in infrastructure 

investment over the last decade was financed with tax-exempt municipal bonds. 

  

Despite proven success as a financing tool that drives development while saving local 

governments interest costs, tax-exempt municipal bonds could be capped, diminished or 

dismantled as a pay-for under federal tax reform. As Congress considers comprehensive tax 

reform, cities must stand strong in defense of municipal bonds. 

  

One way to ensure support for tax-exempt municipal bonds is to help grow the Congressional 

Municipal-Finance Caucus. Founded in March 2016 by Representatives Randy Hultgren (R- 

Illinoisd) and Dutch Ruppersberger (D – Maryland), the Caucus is fighting for local 

governments' ability to independently finance projects to keep their communities strong. 

Congressman Hultgren has an updated list of members and more information about the Caucus.   
  

We need your help to grow the Caucus. Click here to send a letter to your member of Congress 

today urging them to join the Congressional Municipal-Finance Caucus and protect the tax 

exemption for municipal bonds. By becoming a member of the Caucus, your member of 

Congress can join our fight to protect municipal bonds. 

  

  *This edited article above was reprinted with permission from the National League of Cities. 

 

DON’T FORGET: Mandatory Local Debt Reporting 
 

House Bill 1378, passed during the 2015 legislative session, requires every city to annually 

report various figures related to the city’s amount of debt. A city can satisfy the reporting 

requirement in one of two ways: (1) compile the requisite debt information in a self-created 

report that is posted to the city’s website; or (2) complete the state comptroller’s online debt 

reporting form and either: (a) upload it to the comptroller’s website; or (b) post on the city’s 

website. 

http://www.senate.state.tx.us/_assets/pdf/85th_Senate_Committees.pdf
https://hultgren.house.gov/congressional-municipal-finance-caucus
http://advocacy.nlc.org/app/write-a-letter?3&engagementId=273853
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/84R/billtext/html/HB01378F.htm
https://www.comptroller.texas.gov/transparency/local/hb1378/apply.php
https://www.comptroller.texas.gov/transparency/local/hb1378/apply.php
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The comptroller’s office recently updated its H.B. 1378 webpage to include a “Local Entity Debt 

Lookup” feature. As of this writing, 44 Texas cities have posted their debt reports on the 

comptroller’s website.   

 

The local debt information required to be in the annual report, whether created by the city or by 

using the comptroller’s form, is as follows: 

 

1. The amount of all authorized debt obligations; 

2. The principal of all outstanding debt obligations; 

3. The principal of each outstanding debt obligation; 

4. The combined principal and interest required to pay all outstanding debt 

obligations on time and in full; 

5. The combined principal and interest required to pay each outstanding debt 

obligation on time and in full; 

6. The amounts required by Nos. 1-5 limited to authorized and outstanding debt 

obligations secured by property taxes, expressed as a total amount and per capita 

amount; 

7. The following for each debt obligation: (a) the issued and unissued amount; (b) 

the spent and unspent amount; (c) the maturity date; and (d) the stated purpose for 

which the debt obligation was authorized; 

8. The current credit rating given by any nationally recognized credit rating 

organization to debt obligations of the political subdivision; and 

9. Any other information that the political subdivision considers relevant or 

necessary to explain the values. 

 

The comptroller’s office has posted a draft version of its administrative rules governing the 

reporting process.  The draft indicates that deadlines for reporting will be: (1) within 210 days of 

the end of the city’s fiscal year in 2016; and (2) within 180 days of the end of the most recently 

completed fiscal year after 2016. 

 

Please contact Bill Longley, TML Legislative Counsel, with questions about the reporting 

requirements at bill@tml.org or (512) 231-7400.  

 

 

City-Related Bills Filed 

 

Property Tax 

 

H.B. 934 (Zerwas) – Property Tax System: would, among other things: (1) require the 

comptroller to appoint a property tax administration advisory board to make recommendations to 

the comptroller regarding state administration of property taxation and state oversight of 

appraisal districts and local tax offices; (2) require an appraisal district to appraise property in 

accordance with standards, procedures, and methodology prescribed by appraisal manuals 

prepared and issued by the comptroller; (3) provide that, in order to be eligible to serve on the 

board of directors of an appraisal district, an individual must be an elected county officer or an 

https://www.comptroller.texas.gov/transparency/local/hb1378/docs/hb1378-draft-rules.pdf
mailto:bill@tml.org
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elected official of a political subdivision all or part of the territory of which is located in the 

county; (4) authorize an appraisal district board of directors in a county of 120,000 or more to 

increase the size of the district’s appraisal review board by resolution to a number of members 

the board considers appropriate; and (5) require the appraisal review boards located in counties 

with populations of 120,000 or more to establish special appraisal review board panels for each 

of the following classifications of property: (a) commercial real and personal property; (b) real 

and personal property of utilities; (c) industrial and manufacturing real and personal property; 

and (d) multifamily residential real property. 

 

H.B. 950 (J. Rodriguez) – Property Tax Appraisals: would provide that land qualifies for 

appraisal as qualified open-space land if: (1) the land is currently devoted principally to 

agricultural use to the degree of intensity generally accepted in the area; (2) the land was devoted 

principally to agricultural use or to production of timber or forest products for the preceding 

year; and (3) the land is owned or managed by: (a) a veteran of the United States armed services; 

or (b) an individual who, at the time the owner filed an initial application for appraisal of the 

land, was less than 35 years of age and had not served as the principal operator of a farm or 

ranch for any period of more than 10 consecutive years. (Companion bill is S.B. 330 by 

Rodriguez.) 

 

H.B. 969 (Metcalf) – Property Tax Deferral and Abatement: would, among other things: (1) 

change the annual interest rate charged during the period when property taxes on the residence 

homestead of an elderly or disabled person are deferred from eight percent to two percent; (2) 

authorize an individual to defer collection of a property tax or abate a suit to collect a delinquent 

property tax imposed on: (a) the portion of the appraised value of property the individual owns 

and occupies as the individual’s residence homestead that exceeds the sum of 105 percent of the 

appraised value of the property for the preceding year and the market value of all new 

improvements to the property; or (b) property the individual owns and occupies as the 

individual’s residence homestead if the individual has an ownership interest in the property on 

January 1 of the tax year for which the tax is imposed equal to or greater than ten percent of the 

market value of the property for that tax year; (3) provide that the annual interest rate during the 

deferral and abatement period under (2)(b) is two percent instead of eight percent for each tax 

year for which the individual has an ownership interest in the property on January 1 of the tax 

year that is equal to or greater than 50 percent of the market value of the property for that tax 

year; (5) authorize an individual to defer collection of a property tax or abate a suit to collect a 

delinquent property tax imposed on a historic family property owned continuously for at least the 

preceding 100 years by one or more individuals who are members of the same family if the 

individual: (a) owns the property; and (b) has an ownership interest in the property on January 1 

of the tax year for which the tax is imposed equal to or greater than 50 percent of the market 

value of the property for that tax year; and (6) provide that the annual interest rate during the 

deferral or abatement period under (5) is eight percent. 

 

H.B. 1017 (Perez) – Rollback Rate: would provide that, if sections of the Tax Code are 

amended by an act of the 85
th

 Legislature or a subsequent legislature and the effect of the 

amendment is to reduce the rollback tax rate of a city, the governing body of the city may direct 

the designated officer or employee to calculate the rollback tax rate of the city in accordance 

with law as it existed on January 1, 2016. 
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Sales Tax 

 

H.B. 976 (Giddings) – Sales Tax Exemption: would exempt certain school art supplies from 

sales tax if the sale takes place during a period beginning at 12:01 a.m. on the Friday before the 

15th day preceding the uniform date before which a school district may not begin instruction for 

the school year, and ending at 12 midnight on the following Sunday. 

 

 

Purchasing 

 

S.B. 452 (Hancock) – Public Works Contracts: would provide that a governmental entity 

awarding a public work contract funded with state money, including the issuance of debt 

guaranteed by the state, may not: (1) prohibit, require, discourage, or encourage a person bidding 

on the public work contract, including a contractor or subcontractor, from entering into or 

adhering to an agreement with a collective bargaining organization relating to the project; or (2) 

discriminate against a person described by (1) based on the person’s involvement in the 

agreement, including the person’s status or lack of status as a party to the agreement or 

willingness or refusal to enter into the agreement. 

 

S.B. 474 (Rodriguez) – Workers’ Compensation: would provide that: (1) a contractor shall 

provide workers’ compensation insurance coverage for each employee of the contractor; (2) a 

subcontractor shall provide workers’ compensation insurance coverage for each employee of the 

subcontractor; (3) a governmental entity that enters into a building or construction contract shall 

require the contractor to, if the contractor uses a subcontractor on the public project, provide a 

written certification, submitted by each subcontractor, that the subcontractor provides workers’ 

compensation insurance coverage for each employee of the subcontractor employed on the 

public project; (4) each subcontractor on a public project shall provide the certificate described 

by Subsection (3) to the general contractor, who shall provide the subcontractor’s certificate to 

the governmental entity; and (5) if the contractor enters into a contract with a governmental 

entity for a public project, the coverage provided by the contractor and, if applicable, by each 

subcontractor must be satisfactory to the governing body of the governmental entity. 

 

S.B. 475 (Rodriguez) – Public Works Contracts: would provide that: (1) to the extent 

consistent with federal law, a governmental entity that enters into a construction contract must 

require that the contractor ensure that all employees working on the general construction have 

completed construction safety training; (2) before an employee works on the general construction 

site, the contractor must receive and provide to the governmental entity a certificate of training 

completion for the employee; (3) to the extent consistent with federal law, a governmental entity 

that enters into a construction contract must require that the contractor ensure that at least one 

supervisor working on the general construction site that is the subject of the construction contract 

has completed advanced construction safety training; (4) before work begins on the general 

construction site, the contractor must receive from at least one supervisor a certificate of training 

completion and provide the certificate to the governmental entity; (5) a governmental entity that 

enters into a construction contract shall include in the contract notice and penalty provisions that: 
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(a) require the governmental entity to provide the contractor with written notice, hand delivered 

or by certified mail, of a violation by the contractor; (b) require the contractor to comply with the 

bill by the 20th day after the date the contractor receives any notice of noncompliance; (c) inform 

a contractor that the governmental entity may impose an administrative penalty if the contractor 

fails to comply with the bill after the 20th day after the date the contractor receives any notice of 

noncompliance; and (d) explain that a penalty amount may be withheld from a payment 

otherwise owed to the contractor under the construction contract; and (5) each governmental 

entity shall develop procedures for the administration of the bill. 

 

 

Elections 

 

H.B. 907 (Shaheen) – Petitions:  would: (1) require the Texas Secretary of State (SOS) to 

prescribe the form, content, and procedure for a petition authorized or required to be filed under 

a law outside the Election Code in connection with an election; and (2) prohibit an authority 

(including a city) from accepting a petition that does not follow the official form prescribed by 

the SOS. 

 

H.B. 929 (Miller) – Voting by Mail: would: (1) require that a marked ballot voted by mail that 

arrives after the time the polls are required to close on election day be counted if: (a) the ballot 

was cast from an address out side the United States; (b) the carrier envelope was placed for 

delivery before the time the polls are required to close on election day; and (c) the ballot arrives 

at the address on the carrier envelope not later than the eighth day after the date of the election, 

unless that date falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal state or national holiday, in which case the 

deadline is extended to the next regular business day; and (2) require that a marked ballot voted 

by mail that arrives after the time the polls are required to close on election day be counted if: (a) 

balloting materials are sent by the early voting clerk after the deadline prescribed by law; and (b) 

the ballot arrives at the address on the carrier envelope not later than the eighth day after the date 

of the election, unless that date falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal state or national holiday, in 

which case the deadline is extended to the next regular business day. 

 

H.B. 952 (J. Rodriguez) – Vote by Mail Application: would: (1) provide that the officially 

prescribed application form for an early voting ballot must include, among other things, a space 

for entering an applicant’s email address; (2) require the early voting clerk, before rejecting an 

application for a ballot to be voted by mail, to make a reasonable effort to contact the applicant 

by e-mail, at any address provided on the application, to ask questions about the application; (3) 

provide that if the early voting clerk does not receive a response before the fourth day after the 

date the clerk tries to contact an applicant as described in (2), the clerk may reject the 

application; (3) authorize an applicant for an application for a ballot to be voted by mail to make 

clerical corrections to the application by email; (4) require the early voting clerk to attach to and 

maintain with the original application submissions and corrections provided by email; and (5) 

provide that an applicant may not change the address or county of residence submitted on the 

original application to a different address or county of residence by email. 

 

H.B. 955 (J. Rodriguez) – Voter Registration: would, among other things, provide that: (1) an 

election officer serving a polling place for early voting by personal appearance is a deputy voter 
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registrar and has the same authority as a regular deputy registrar; (2) a person who would be 

eligible to vote in an election but for the requirement to be a registered voter shall be accepted 

for voting in the precinct of the person’s residence if the person: (a) submits a voter registration 

application; (b) presents sufficient proof of identification; and (c) completes and signs a voter 

registration affidavit, in a form prescribed by the secretary of state, that contains an oath 

certifying that the person only cast one ballot in the election; (3) persons voting under (2) shall 

be processed separately at the polling place from persons who are voting under regular 

procedures; and (4) the secretary of state shall prescribe the procedures necessary to implement 

this section and to ensure the proper and orderly conduct of elections.  

 

H.B. 956 (Ortega) – Early Voting by Mail: would, among many other things, authorize early 

voting by mail for any qualified voter and provide for implementing procedures. (Companion bill 

is S.B. 426 by Rodriguez.)  

 

H.B. 962 (Arevalo) – Voter Registration: would require the secretary of state to conduct a 

study to consider the feasibility of creating an entirely electronic process for overseas military 

personnel eligible for early voting by mail to: (1) register to vote; and (2) request an early voting 

ballot to be voted by mail. 

 

H.B. 998 (Alvarado) – Campaign Finance Reports:  would make electronic information 

temporarily stored as part of the preparation of campaign finance reports filed with the city clerk 

confidential. 

 

H.B. 1001 (Israel) – Local Canvass: would require the presiding officer of the canvassing 

authority to note the completion of the canvass in the written minutes or recording of the 

meeting.  

 

H.B. 1002 (Israel) – Voter Registration: would: (1) require the Department of Public Safety to 

issue a transaction receipt to each qualifying applicant for a driver’s license or personal 

identification certificate who completes a voter registration application; (2) provide that a person 

who votes a provisional ballot solely because the person’s name was not on the list of registered 

voters for the precinct in which the person voted may present a voter registration receipt issued 

under (1) as proof that the person is registered to vote in the precinct; (3) require an election 

officer to attach the receipt to the envelope containing the person’s provisional ballot; and (4) 

provide that a voter registration receipt indicating the voter registered in the precinct in which the 

voter voted that is attached to the envelope containing a provisional ballot or presented to the 

voter registrar is proof that a person who voted a provisional ballot solely because the person’s 

name was not on the list of registered voters for the precinct in which the person voted is eligible 

to vote in the election. 

 

H.B. 1005 (Israel) – Voter Identification: would, among other things, provide that a voter must 

only present a voter registration certificate in order to vote, and no form of photo identification.  

 

H.B. 1006 (Alonzo) – Voter Registration: would provide that a person who would be eligible to 

vote in an election, but who is not registered, shall be accepted for voting in the precinct of the 
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person's residence if, on the day the person offers to vote, the person submits a voter registration 

application and presents proof of identification that establishes the person’s residence. 

 

S.B. 466 (Lucio) – Petitions:  would:  (1)  require that a petition regarding an election on the 

repeal of an order, ordinance, or resolution be filed not later than the 90th day after the later of 

the date on which the order, ordinance, or resolution: (a) finally passed; or (b) was published; (2) 

require the city secretary or other authority responsible for verifying petition signatures to state 

all grounds for invaliding a signature and provide that, if a petition is invalidated and later 

refiled, the city secretary or authority responsible for verifying the signatures may not invalidate 

the subsequent petition on grounds that existed but were not raised during the initial 

determination of petition invalidity; (3) except from (1)-(2) a change in a provision of the 

municipal charter; (4) require the Texas Secretary of State (SOS) to prescribe a petition form in 

regard to filing a petition with a city in connection with an election, require a city to make the 

form available on its website and prohibit the city from invalidating a petition that doesn’t 

contain information that the SOS form failed to provide or required to be provided; (5) provide 

that a signature on a petition filed in connection with an election is valid if the information 

provided with the signature legibly provides enough information to demonstrate that the signer:  

(a) is eligible to have signed the petition; and (b) signed the petition within the time prescribed 

by law; (6) require a city to conspicuously post on its website, if any, information relating to 

citizen-initiated petitions and a link to the form described in (4); and (7) provide that any 

requirements in Chapter 277, Texas Election Code, preempt any requirements for the validity or 

verification of petition signatures prescribed by a home rule city. 

 

S.B. 467 (Lucio) – Ballot Propositions:  would require that a ballot proposition substantially 

submit a question with such definiteness and certainty in identifying the proposition’s chief 

features that the voters are not misled. 

 

S.B. 488 (Bettencourt) – Recall Elections, Ballot Propositions, and Petitions:  would allow a 

religious organization to make a political contribution in connection with a recall election and, 

with regard to ballot propositions, would:  

 

1. require that a ballot proposition substantially submit a question with such definiteness 

and certainty that the voters are not misled;  

2. provide that, not later than the seventh day after the date on which a home rule city 

publishes ballot proposition language proposing an amendment to the city charter or 

another city law as requested by petition, a registered voter eligible to vote in the election 

may submit the proposition for review by the secretary of state (SOS);  

3. require a city to draft a proposition to cure any misleading or inaccurate information 

identified by the SOS in (2) and give notice of the new proposition;  

4. require, in an action in a district court seeking a writ of mandamus to compel the city to 

comply with (1), the court to make a determination without delay and authorize the court 

to: (a) order the city to use ballot proposition language drafted by the court; and (b) award 

a plaintiff who substantially prevails reasonable attorney’s fees, expenses, and court 

costs;  
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5. provide that, following a final judgment that a proposition failed to comply with (1), a 

city must submit to the SOS any proposition to be voted on at any election held by the 

city before the fourth anniversary of the court’s finding; and  

6. require a city to pay fair market value for all legal services relating to a proceeding 

regarding ballot proposition language enforcement. 

 

In addition, with regard to petitions, the bill would: 

 

1. provide that a signature on a petition submitted to a home-rule city is valid if the 

information provided with the signature legibly provides enough information to 

demonstrate that the signer is eligible to sign the petition and signed the petition on or 

after the 180th day before the date the petition was filed; 

2. require the SOS to prescribe the form, content, and procedure for a petition and prohibit a 

home-rule city that uses a form different than the SOS form from invalidating a petition 

because it doesn’t contain information that the petition form failed to provide for or 

required to be provided; 

3. require that the city secretary determine the validity of a petition, including by verifying 

the petition signatures, not later than the 30th day after the date the city receives the 

petition; 

4. provide that, if the city secretary determines a petition is valid or fails to make a 

determination within the timeframe described in (3), the city must hold the election on 

the next uniform election date that allows sufficient time to comply with applicable 

provisions of law; 

5. prohibit a city from restricting who may collect petition signatures; and 

6. provide that (3) through (5) preempt home-rule charter procedures requiring the city 

council to hold an election on receipt of a petition; and 

7. in regard to a charter amendment election petition: (a) provide that at least five percent of 

the  registered voters of the city on the date of the most recent election held in the city or 

20,000, whichever number is smaller, may submit a petition; and (b) require the notice of 

election include a substantial copy of the proposed amendment in which language sought 

to be deleted by the amendment is bracketed and stricken through and language sought to 

be added by the amendment is underlined. 

 

 

Open Government 

 

S.B. 456 (V. Taylor) – Legislative Access:  would:  (1) provide, with some exceptions, that a 

member of the legislature, the lieutenant governor, a committee of the legislature, and each 

public member of the State Auditor’s Office, the Legislative Budget Board, the Texas 

Legislative Council, or the Sunset Advisory Committee is entitled to access for legislative 

purposes to all governmental information maintained by a governmental body, including 

confidential information; and (2) provide that the bill’s provisions should be liberally construed 

in favoring of granting a request and prevail over any conflict with another provision of law.   

 

 

Other Finance and Administration 
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H.B. 919 (Kacal) – Workers’ Compensation Coverage:  would provide that a local 

government employee is included in workers’ compensation insurance coverage in the same 

manner as a state employee while the local government employee is engaged in training for or 

acting as a member of an activated intrastate fire mutual aid system team or regional incident 

management team.  

 

H.B. 924 (Turner) – Minimum Wage:  would provide that the minimum wage is not less than 

the greater of $10.10 an hour or federal minimum wage under the Fair Labor Standard Act. 

(Companion bill is H.B. 229 by Menendez) (See H.J.R. 56, below). 

 

H.B. 937 (Thompson) – Minimum Wage: would provide for an increment increase in 

minimum wage to $10.10 an hour or the federal minimum wage under the Fair Labor Standard 

Act by the year 2020. 

 

H.B. 954 (Rodriguez) – Minimum Wage:  would provide that (1) a city may adopt a minimum 

wage that is greater than the minimum wage established by the state to be paid by an employer to 

each employee for services performed in the city; (2) private entities that enter into a contract or 

agreement, including a non-annexation agreement, with the city must comply with the greater 

minimum wage established by the city; and (3) the bill will not apply to person covered by the 

Fair Labor Standard Act.  (Companion bill is S.B. 427 by Rodriguez.) 

 

H.B. 992 (Walle) – Minimum Wage:  would provide that the minimum wage is not less than 

the greater of $15.00 an hour or federal minimum wage under the Fair Labor Standard Act. 

(Companion bill is H.B. 285 by Alonzo.)(See H.J.R. 57, below.) 

 
H.B. 1003 (Capriglione) – Public Funds Investment Act: would make numerous changes to 

the Public Funds Investment Act, including:  

 

1. providing that interest-bearing banking deposits that are guaranteed or insured by the 

Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation or the National Credit Union Share Insurance 

Fund are considered authorized investments;  

2. providing that an investment in negotiable certificates of deposit issued by a bank that has 

a certificate of deposit rating of at least 1 or the equivalent by a nationally recognized 

credit agency, or that is associated with a holding company having a commercial paper 

rating of at least A-1, P-1, or the equivalent by a nationally recognized credit rating 

agency, is an authorized investment;  

3. providing, with regard to the execution of a repurchase agreement by an investing entity, 

that an issuer may agree to waive sovereign immunity from suit or liability for breach of 

the agreement;  

4. providing that a no-load money market mutual fund is an authorized investment if the 

mutual fund complies with certain Federal Securities and Exchange Commission rules, 

without regard for whether it has a dollar-weighted average stated maturity of 90 days or 

fewer or includes in its investment objectives the maintenance of a stable net asset value 

of $1 for each share;  
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5. providing that a no-load money market mutual fund is an authorized investment if the 

mutual fund is continuously rated as to investment quality by at least one nationally 

recognized investment rating firm of not less than the highest liquidity rating given to 

United States Treasury obligations (instead of AAA or its equivalent);  

6. providing, with regard to the execution of a guaranteed investment contract by an 

investing entity, that an issuer may agree to waive sovereign immunity from suit or 

liability for breach of the agreement;  

7. requiring an investment pool to furnish to the investment officer or other representative 

of an investing entity the pool’s policy regarding holding deposits in cash;  

8. if the ratio of the market value of the portfolio divided by the book value of the portfolio 

is less than .995 or greater than 1.005, requiring the governing body of an investment 

pool to take action as necessary to eliminate or reduce, to the extent reasonably 

practicable, any dilution or unfair result to existing participants, including a sale of 

portfolio holdings to attempt to maintain the ratio between .995 and 1.005;   

9. providing that an investment pool must be continuously rated no lower than the highest 

liquidity rating given to United States Treasury obligations (instead of AAA or AAA-m 

or its equivalent rating);  

10. providing that, to the extent of any conflict, the Public Funds Investment Act prevails 

over a conflicting city charter provision regarding the ability to enter into a hedging 

contract;  

11. requiring a governing body of an eligible entity to establish its policy regarding hedging 

transactions;  

12. providing that an eligible entity may enter into hedging contracts and related security and 

insurance agreements related to commodities used in the general operations of an eligible 

entity or used in connection with the acquisition or construction of a capital project by the 

eligible entity;  

13. requiring that a hedging transaction must comply with the regulations of the federal 

Commodity Futures Trading Commission and the federal Securities and Exchange 

Commission;  

14. providing that an eligible entity may credit any amount the entity receives under a 

hedging contract or agreement against expenses associated with a commodity purchase; 

and  

15. providing that an eligible entity’s payment under a hedging contract or agreement may be 

considered: (a) an operation and maintenance expense of the eligible entity; (b) an 

acquisition expense of the eligible entity, or (c) a construction expense of the eligible 

entity.  
 

H.B. 1038 (Rinaldi) – Costs and Attorney Fees:  would require a court to award costs and 

attorney’s fees to the prevailing party in a civil proceeding where the motion is dismissed only if 

the prevailing party is the party that filed the motion to dismiss. 

 

H.J.R. 55 (Alvarado) – Gambling: would amend the Texas Constitution to provide that the 

legislature shall establish a state gaming commission to administer the laws regulating gaming 

activities and may authorize and provide for regulation of the conduct of one or more types of 

gaming, including casino gaming, at locations on coastal barrier islands at least 25 miles in 

length that are accessible by a public road on one or more bridges, on dredge spoil islands at 

least 18 miles in length that are located in coastal counties, for which a license to conduct pari-
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mutuel wagering on horse or greyhound races is in effect, and in cities with a population of at 

least 675,000. 

 

H.J.R. 56 (Turner) – Minimum Wage:  would amend the Texas Constitution to provide that 

that: (1) an employer in this state shall pay to an employee for services performed by the 

employee not less than the greater of $10.10 an hour or the federal minimum wage under the Fair 

Labor Standard Act; and (2) the required minimum wage would not apply to patients and client 

of Texas Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation if they meet certain conditions.  

(See H.B. 924, above.)    

 

H.J.R. 57 (Walle) – Minimum Wage: would amend the Texas Constitution to provide that that: 

(1) an employer in this state shall pay to an employee for services performed by the employee 

not less than the greater of $10.10 an hour or the federal minimum wage under the Fair Labor 

Standard Act; and (2) the required minimum wage would not apply to patients and client of 

Texas Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation if they meet certain conditions.  

(See H.B. 992, above.) 

 

S.B. 460 (Lucio) – Local Debt: would: (1) require a political subdivision to include any sample 

ballot prepared for a general obligation bond election to be prominently posted on the political 

subdivision’s website during the 21 days before the election along with the election order, notice 

of the election, and contents of the proposition, if the political subdivision maintains a website; 

(2) provide that at an election at which a political subdivision submits a proposition to the voters 

to approve the issuance of general obligation bonds, the entity that establishes early voting 

polling places may not establish the polling places with the intent to affect the outcome of the 

election in favor of approval of the proposition; (3) provide that a political subdivision may not 

issue a general obligation bond to purchase, improve, or construct improvements or to purchase 

personal property if the projected expected useful life of the improvement or personal property 

ends before the maturity date of the bond; (4) provide that a political subdivision may use the 

unspent proceeds of issued general obligation bonds only: (a) for the specific purpose for which 

the bonds were issued; (b) to retire the bonds; or (c) for a purpose other than the specific purpose 

for which the bonds were issued if: (i) the specific purpose is accomplished or abandoned; and 

(ii) a majority of the votes cast in an election held in the political subdivision approve the use of 

the proceeds for the proposed purpose; (5) require the election order and the notice of the 

election for an election authorized to be held under (4)(c) to state the proposed purpose for which 

the bond proceeds are to be used; and (6) require a political subdivision to hold the election 

under (4)(c) in the same manner as an election to issue bonds in the political subdivision. 

 

S.B. 461 (Lucio) – Local Debt: would: (1) require a proposition seeking voter approval of the 

issuance of bonds to specifically state: (a) a general description of the purposes for which the 

bonds are to be authorized; (b) the total principal amount of the bonds; (c) the rate of interest; (d) 

the imposition of taxes sufficient to pay the annual interest on the bonds and to provide a sinking 

fund to redeem the bonds at maturity; (e) the maturity date of the bonds or that the bonds may be 

issued to mature serially over a specified number of years not to exceed 40; (f) the total amount 

of the political subdivision’s debt secured by property taxes currently outstanding; (g) the total 

amount of debt secured by property taxes, including principal and interest, to be authorized; (h) 

the amount of taxes required to be imposed on a homestead with a value of $100,000 in the 
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political subdivision, as computed by the appraisal district, to repay the political subdivision’s 

current debt obligations secured by property taxes; (i) the increase in the amount of taxes that 

would be imposed on a homestead with a value of $100,000 in the political subdivision, as 

computed by the appraisal district, to repay the bonds to be authorized, if approved; and (j) the 

maturity date of the bonds to be authorized; (2) require a political subdivision that maintains a 

website to provide the information described by (f) – (j) on its website in an easily accessible 

manner; (3) extend the timeframe to publish newspaper notice of intention to issue a certificate of 

obligation (CO) from 30 to 45 days before the passage of the ordinance; (4) require an issuer of 

COs that maintains a website to continuously post notice of intention to issue a CO on its website 

for at least 45 days before the passage of the CO issuance ordinance; and (5) require that the 

notice of intention to issue a CO include the following information, stated as a total amount and as 

a per capita amount: (a) the then-current principal of all outstanding debt obligations of the issuer; 

(b) the then current combined principal and interest required to pay all outstanding debt 

obligations of the issuer on time and in full; (c) the principal of the COs to be authorized; (d) the 

estimated combined principal and interest required to pay the COs to be authorized on time and in 

full; (e) the estimated rate of interest for the COs to be authorized; and (f) the maturity date of the 

COs to be authorized.  

 

S.B. 509 (Huffman) – Public Retirement Systems:  would require any public retirement 

system, other than the Texas Municipal Retirement System (TMRS), to select an independent 

firm to evaluate the system’s investment practices and performance.  (The evaluation would be 

conducted biennially for systems with assets over $100 million and every five years for systems 

with assets under $100 million.) The bill would also require the governing body of each public 

retirement system to submit to the Pension Review Board an annual investment performance 

report including: (1) commission and fees paid by the retirement system, and (2) a copy of the 

retirement system’s most recent evaluation. 

 

 

Municipal Courts 

 

H.B. 1012 (Alonzo) – Expunction: would: (1) expand the right to expunction from records and 

files relating to the arrest to those relating to the offense for which the person was arrested; and 

(2) reduce the number of days that have elapsed before a person can request an expunction from 

180 to 30.  

 

H.B. 1015 (Dutton) – Juvenile Court:  would increase the age of a child for criminal 

responsibility purposes under the jurisdiction of a juvenile court. 

 

H.B. 1016 (Krause) - Court Fees:  would provide that a court may: (1) defer surcharges 

assessed under the driver responsibility program against a person who participates in a drug court 

program; or (2) reduce or waive the surcharge if the person successfully completes the drug court 

program. 

 

H.B. 1027 (Hernandez) – Self-Help Resources: would require a municipal court clerk to: (1) 

post a link to self-help and legal aid resources on the municipal court’s internet website; and (2) 

display a sign in the court building with self-help and legal aid resources.  
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Community and Economic Development 

 

H.B. 975 (Giddings) – Payday Lending: would provide that: (1) a credit services organization 

or a representative of a credit services organization may not, unless the credit services 

organization or representative of the credit services organization has extrinsic evidence sufficient 

prove that the consumer has committed theft or issued a bad check: (a) file a criminal complaint 

or threaten to file a criminal complaint related to an extension of consumer credit against the 

consumer; (b) refer or threaten to refer a consumer to a prosecutor for the collection and 

processing of a check or similar sight order that was issued in relation to an extension of 

consumer credit; (2) for a violation of (1) against a consumer, a consumer may bring an action 

to: (a) obtain injunctive relief to restrain the violation or to correct any negative credit issues 

caused by the violation; (b) void the contract for the debt or the debt services; or (c) recover any 

actual damages sustained as a result of the violation; (3) a consumer who successfully maintains 

an action under (2) is entitled to reasonable attorney’s fees and court costs; (4) if the attorney 

general reasonably believes that a person is violating or is about to violate (1), the attorney 

general may bring an action in the name of this state against the person to restrain or enjoin the 

person from violating (1); and (5) a consumer who successfully maintains an action under (2) is 

entitled to not less than $100 for each violation.  

 

H.B. 982 (Wray) – Wet/Dry Status: would provide that, with certain limitations, a city whose 

local option status allows for the legal sale of mixed beverages as a result of an election held on 

or after January 1, 1985, may adopt an ordinance authorizing the sale of mixed beverages for on-

premise consumption in an area annexed by the city after that election. 

 

H.B. 1047 (Thierry) – Community Development Grocery Store: would establish a 

community development grocery store and healthy corner store revolving loan fund program.  

 

S.B. 465 (Lucio) – Annexation: would provide that: (1) the qualified voters residing in an area 

that is included in a city’s annexation plan are entitled to vote in municipal elections regarding 

the election or recall of members of the governing body of the city, the election or recall of the 

controller, if the office of controller is an elective position of the city, and the amendment of the 

municipal charter; (2) the voters may not vote in any municipal bond election; (3) on or after the 

15th day but before the fifth day before the date of the first election held after the date a city 

adopts or amends its annexation plan to include an area, the city shall publish notice in the form 

of a quarter-page advertisement in a newspaper of general circulation in the area notifying the 

residents of the area regarding the eligibility to vote in the election and stating the location of all 

polling places for the residents; and (4) a resident in a city’s plan is not eligible to be a candidate 

for or to be elected to a municipal office. 

 

S.B. 471 (Lucio) – Annexation: would provide that an area is exempt from the three-year 

municipal annexation plan requirement if it contains fewer than 50 separate tracts of land on 

which one or more residential dwellings are located on each tract.  (Note:  Current law exempts 

areas with 100 separate tracts of land.) 
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Personnel 

 

H.B. 982 (Wray) – Licensed Carry: would provide that: (1) a political subdivision that employs 

or supervises a first responder (defined as a public safety employee or volunteer whose duties 

include responding rapidly to an emergency) may not prohibit a first responder who holds a 

license to carry a handgun from carrying a handgun in the actual discharge of the first 

responder’s duties; and (2) a first responder who is in the discharge of official duties can carry in 

many places that other license holders may not. 

 

H.B. 1009 (Alonzo) –  Wildland Firefighting:  would: (1) prohibit a city employee in a civil 

service city from performing a duty classified as a wildland firefighting duty, including a 

prescribed burn, unless that person is a permanent, full-time fire department civil service 

employee regularly assigned to perform certain fire protection personnel duties, regardless of 

whether the person holds a certificate issued by the Texas Commission on Fire Protection 

(commission);  (2) except from the prohibition in (1) an employee who is acting as a member of 

a volunteer fire department and not a city employee while performing a wildland firefighting 

duty; and (3) require the commission to adopt rules to implement (1) and (2).  

 

S.B. 472 (Lucio) – Employment Discrimination:  would make it an unlawful employment 

discrimination practice to discriminate against an individual based on the individual’s status as a 

military service member or military veteran and, among other things, allow a city to create a 

local commission to secure for individuals in the city freedom from discrimination on the basis 

of the individual’s status as a military service member or military veteran. 

 

S.B. 473 (Rodriguez) – Rest Breaks: would provide that: (1) a “construction employer,” which 

might include a city, shall provide at least a 15-minute paid rest break for every four hours of 

work to each construction employee; (2) each construction employer shall, at the time of hiring, 

provide notice in both English and Spanish to each construction employee notice by a poster in 

English and Spanish of the employee’s entitlement to paid rest breaks; and (3) provide a 

grievance procedure for a construction employer through the Texas Workforce Commission.   

 

S.B. 476 (Rodriguez) – Wage Claims and Retaliation:  would: (1) prohibit an employer from 

suspending or terminating the employment of or in other manner disciplining, discriminating 

against, or retaliating against an employee who in good faith seeks to recover wages owed to the 

employee by: (a) filing a complaint with a governmental entity; (b) seeking or accepting 

assistance from a nonprofit, an employee rights organization, or an attorney; (c) exercising or 

attempting to exercise a right granted by a contract, local ordinance, or federal or state law; or (d) 

filing a wage claim with the Texas Workforce Commission (commission); (2) authorize an 

employee who is the subject of an adverse employment action prohibited in (1) to bring suit 

against an employer and potentially recover certain damages, court costs, and attorney fees in 

addition to reinstatement; (3) provide that the commission handle complaints under (1) in the 

same manner as wage claims; (4) provide that wage claims be filed not later than the second 

anniversary of (rather than 180th day after) the date the wages claims became due; (5) require 

(rather than allow) the commission to assess an administrative penalty against an employer who 

acts in bad faith in not paying wages; and (6) provide that an employer’s failure to comply with 
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the recordkeeping requirements of the Fair Labor Standards Act or requirement to provide an 

earnings statement creates a rebuttable presumption that the employee’s hours worked, pay rate, 

and earnings are equal to the amounts provided in the employee’s testimony or records presented 

at the hearing. 

 

S.B. 483 (Miles) – Police Officer Complaints:  would, for purpose of the state’s civil service, 

collective bargaining, and written complaint laws, require that: (1) a complaint filed against a 

police officer alleging conduct by the police officer constituting official oppression must be 

retained by the employing department of the political subdivision for at least five years after the 

police officer’s employment with the political subdivision ends; and (2) the complaint generally 

cannot be withheld pursuant to a discretionary exception under the Public Information Act. 

 

 

Public Safety 

 

H.B. 909 (Romero) – Emergency Detention:  would increase the preliminary examination 

period for mental health protective custody from 48 to 72 hours. 

 

H.B. 916 (Thierry) – Law Enforcement:  would provide that if an officer or employee of a 

financial institution has a good faith belief that financial abuse of an elderly person has occurred 

or is occurring, the financial institution shall notify the appropriate local law enforcement agency 

with the jurisdiction over the city in which the elderly person resides of the suspected financial 

abuse for purposes of investigating and determining whether an offense of exploitation of the 

elderly has occurred. 

 

H.B. 920 (Kacal) – All-Terrain and Recreational Vehicles:  would: (1) reduce from eight to 

six feet the height of the orange flag that must be placed on an all-terrain vehicle that is operated 

on a public street, road, or highway; and (2) authorize all law enforcement, firefighting, 

ambulance, medical, emergency service, and volunteer firefighter personnel (rather than just 

“peace officers” under current law) to operate an all-terrain vehicle on a public street, road, or 

highway when performing official duties. 

 

H.B. 925 (Villalba) – Booting of Vehicles: would provide: (1) the maximum fee charged for the 

removal of a boot on a vehicle may not exceed $100; and (2) requirements for boot removal from 

vehicles by a booting company.  

 

H.B. 959 (Thierry) – Law Enforcement:  would provide that, if an officer or employee of a 

financial institution that has a good faith belief that financial abuse of an elderly person has 

occurred or is occurring, then the financial institution shall notify the appropriate local law 

enforcement agency with the jurisdiction over the city in which the elderly person resides of the 

suspected financial abuse for purposes of investigating and determining whether an offense of 

exploitation of the elderly has occurred. 

 

S.B. 12 (West) – Bulletproof Vests:  would require the governor’s criminal justice division to 

establish and administer a grant program to provide financial assistance to a law enforcement 

agency seeking to equip its peace officers with bulletproof vests. 
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S.B. 451 (Hancock) – Short-Term Rentals: would preempt a city’s authority to regulate short-

term rentals. Specifically, the bill would provide that: 

 

1. “short-term rental” is defined as a residential property, including a single-family dwelling 

or a unit in a condominium, cooperative, or time-share, that is rented wholly or partially 

for a fee for a period not longer than 30 consecutive days;  

2. a city is prohibited from adopting or enforcing a local law that expressly or effectively 

prohibits the use of a property as a short-term rental;  

3. a city is prohibited from adopting or enforcing a local law that restricts the use of or 

otherwise regulates a short-term rental based on the short-term rental’s classification, use, 

or occupancy; 

4. a city may adopt or enforce a regulation on a property used as a short-term rental only if 

the city demonstrates the regulation’s primary purpose is to protect the public’s health 

and safety;  

5. regulations are permitted that would address: (a) fire and building codes; (b) health and 

sanitation; (c) traffic control, and (d) solid or hazardous waste control;  

6. a city may adopt or enforce a local regulation that limits or prohibits the use of short-term 

rental only if the law prohibits the use of a rental for the purpose of: (a) housing sex 

offenders; (b) operating a structured sober living home; (c) selling illegal drugs, (d) 

selling alcohol or another activity that requires a permit or license under the Alcoholic 

Beverage Code, or (d) operating as a sexually oriented business; 

7. a city must apply a local law regulating land use to a short-term rental in the same 

manner as another similar property, which includes regulations on: (a) residential use and 

other zoning matters; (b) noise; (c) property maintenance; and (d) nuisance. 

 

S.B. 480 (Burton) – Asset Forfeiture:  would prohibit a law enforcement agency from using an 

electronic recovery and access to data prepaid card reader to seize from a stored value card or a 

depository account funds that are subject to forfeiture unless the seizure is authorized by a search 

or seizure warrant. 

 

S.B. 481 (Burton) – Asset Forfeiture:  would, in regard to the proceeds from asset forfeiture:  

(1) require that the audit to the attorney general include a detailed report that itemizes all seizures 

and indicates the specific criminal offense on which each seizure was based and whether charges 

were brought in connection with the offense; (2) add the following as permissible expenditures 

for law enforcement purposes: (a) professional fees paid to a person or entity under a contract or 

as authorized by law; and (b) the costs of preparing any reports required to be submitted with the 

audit form to the attorney general; and (3) add the following as permissible expenditures of an 

attorney’s office: (a) witness-related costs; and (b) audit costs and fees including, audit 

preparation and professional fees paid to a person or entity under a contract or as authorized by 

law, and costs of preparing any reports required to be submitted with the audit form to the 

attorney general. 

 

S.B. 487 (Miles) – Official Oppression:  would: (1) increase the penalty for the offense of 

official oppression from a Class A misdemeanor to a second degree felony if the public servant, 

at the time of the commission of the offense, was a licensed peace officer and: (a) caused bodily 
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injury to another or threatened another with imminent bodily injury; and (b) caused serious 

bodily injury to another or  used or exhibited a deadly weapon; and (2) provide that, if conduct 

constituting the offense of official oppression also constitutes an offense under another section of 

the Penal Code, the actor may be prosecuted under either or both sections. 

 

 

Transportation 

 

H.B. 912 (Romero, Jr.) – Transportation:  would provide that the chief of police is required to 

designate city peace officers or qualified city law enforcement employees to teach the driver 

education course to a student driver. 

 

H.B. 977 (Y. Davis) – Railroad Crews:  would require at least two crew members on freight 

trains.   

 

 

Utilities and Environment 

 

H.B. 965 (Springer) – Water Conservation: would allow a city owned utility to require a 

correctional facility that receives water from the city to comply with the water conservation 

measures adopted or implemented by the city.  
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CITY OF HUMBLE 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 17-795 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HUMBLE, TEXAS AMENDING 

CHAPTER 12, “BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS,” BY 

AMENDING ARTICLE XI “DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS”, SECTION 

500 “EXTERIOR CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS FOR NON-

RESIDENTIAL AND MULTIFAMILY RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS”; 

SECTION B “DEFINITIONS” BY ADDING A DEFINITION FOR 

STUCCO, AND SECTION C “EXTERIOR CONSTRUCTION 

REQUIREMENTS”, ITEM 2 “NON-RESIDENTIAL BUILDING 

DEVELOPMENT” BY PERMITTING A CERTAIN PERCENTAGE OF 

STUCCO TO BE UTILIZED IN EXTERIOR CONSTRUCTION AND 

DELETING SUBSECTION (B) IN ITS ENTIRETY; MAKING CERTAIN 

FINDINGS; AND PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY. 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HUMBLE, 

TEXAS, THAT: 

 

Section 1. The Code of Ordinances of the City of Humble, Texas, is hereby amended by 

Amending Chapter 12, Article XI, Section 500 b thereof to read as follows by 

adding item (9) and amending the list of materials not qualified or defined as 

“masonry construction”: 

 

 Sec. 12-500 Exterior Construction Requirements for Non-Residential and 

Multifamily Residential Buildings. 

 

b. Definitions. 

(9) Stucco shall mean a durable exterior building finish composed of 

aggregate, lime and cement which is applied in multiple layers over 

lath.   

 

The following materials shall not qualify nor be defined as “masonry 

construction” in meeting the minimum requirements for exterior 

construction of multifamily residential dwelling, unless specifically 

approved by variance: 

 

 Stucco, Exterior plaster adobe or mortar wash surface material. 

 Exterior insulation and finish systems (EIFS), acrylic matrix, 

synthetic plaster, or other similar synthetic material. 

 Cementitious fiber board siding (such as “Hardy Plank” or “Hardy 

Board”).  
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Section 2. The Code of Ordinances of the City of Humble, Texas, is hereby amended by 

Amending Chapter 12, Article XI, Section 500 c thereof to read as follows by 

amending Item 2, Subsection a; and deleting Subsection b in its entirety: 

 

 Sec. 12-500 Exterior Construction Requirements for Non-Residential and 

Multifamily Residential Buildings. 

 

c. Exterior Construction Requirements. 

(2) Non-Residential Building Development.  The following standards 

apply to all new non-residential building construction and any 

building expansion of 50% or more in floor area or a significant 

change in use of the building from one occupancy to another 

occupancy in accordance with the established building codes: 

 

a. All non-residential buildings shall have not less than 80 percent 

of their exterior walls, excluding doors and windows constructed 

of severe weather rated  brick, stone, split faced concrete 

textured surface block or glass wall, up to 40 percent of which 

may be stucco.   

 

b. Building front and side facades or any portion that has exposure 

to a public or private street, a residential area as defined in 

Chapter 8, Section 200 of the Code of Ordinances, or any public 

exposure, including parking lot exposure for pad sites and free 

standing buildings, shall be constructed entirely (100%) of 

severe weather rated stone brick or glass wall construction.  

Strict adherence to this rule shall not be such as to prevent 

architectural creativity.  Other materials or a combination of 

severe weather rated brick, stone and other materials may be 

considered based on architectural creativity by the City Council.   

 

Section 3. In the event any clause phrase, provision, sentence, or part of this ordinance or the 

application of the same to any person or circumstances shall for any reason be 

adjudged invalid or held unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, it 

shall not affect, impair, or invalidate this ordinance as a whole or any part or 

provision hereof other than the part declared to be invalid or unconstitutional; and 

the City Council of the City of Humble, Texas, declares that it would have passed 

each and every part of the same notwithstanding the omission of any such part thus 

declared to be invalid or unconstitutional, whether there be one or more parts. 

 

Section 4. That, this ordinance supersedes all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with 

the provisions stated herein. 

 

Section 5. That this ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption. 

 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this   26
th

 day of January 2017. 
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       Merle Aaron  

       Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

       

Jason Stuebe 

City Secretary 

 

 




